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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 


Fellow-citizens of the Senate and of the 
House of Representatives: 

It is a source of gratification to the Executive, when the pow- 
erful aid of the legislative department is sent up by the peo- 
ple. He welcomes you to your labors, and hopes for your co- 
operation in protecting and advancing the interests of the 
state. 

With the fullest confidence in your wisdom, integrity and 
patriotism, the Executive firmly relies upon you to guard against 
every element of opposition to the interests of the state that 
may arise before you, under whatever deceptive pretexts it may 
be arrayed—however cunningly devised, and from whatever 
interested source it may emanate. 

Notwithstanding the payments on the debt of the state, uP 
to the first day of October, 1858, amounted to $2,146,484 36— 
namely: $932,790 03 on account of bonds issued to and sold 
by “ Тһе Bank of the State of Arkansas," and $1,213,694 33, 
on account of bonds issued to and sold by “The Real Estate Bank 
of the State of Arkansas,” there still remained, on the first day 
of October, 1858, a liability of the state, on account of bonds 
sold by the Real Estate Bank, amounting, with the unpaid in- 
terest on them, to $1,815,307 77; and also a liability on account 
of the Bank of the State of Arkansas, for bonds and unpaid 
interest on them, amounting to $1,239,526 82. 

The assets of the Real Estate Bank and the lands mortgaged 
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by stockholders, if honestly and prudently managed, and ap- 
plied, will be more than sufficient to pay the liability of the 
state on account of the Real Estate Bank. It is, therefore, 
recommended that no legislation, whatever, be had, whereby 
these mortgaged lands might, by any possibility, be released, 
or the security to the state and bondholders, in any manner jeo- 


pardized. 


The only debt of the state without adequate means to pay it 
is that of the State Bank, which, after deducting assets which 
will probably be collected, amounted on the first day of Octo- 
ber, 1858, to about one million, one hundred thousand dollars. 
This debt is composed of $616,000 of principal not due, and the 
interest due and unpaid. Elsewhere in this communication the 
affairs of the banks are referred to more in detail. 


Printed copies of the official reports, and other information, 
adopted as accompanying documents to this message, will be 
laid before you. In these documents you will find much val- 
uable and interesting information concerning affairs of the 
State; and also, some suggestions and recommendations worthy 
of your consideration. 


By the reports of the several officers, to whom were confided 
important and responsible duties, you can judge of the ability 
and fidelity with which each one of them has comprehended, 
performed and rendered an account of the trust reposed in 
him. ч 

The reports of the auditor and treasurer, show that there re- 
mained in the state treasury, on the first day of October, 1858, 
subject to be used for ordinary expenses of thé state, the sum 
of two hundred and thirty-five thousand, one’ hundred and 
ninety-four dollars and thirty-nine cents, în gold and Silver. ^ 

The entire amount of the internal improvement fund, dis- 
tributed to, and drawn by the several counties; béfore the. 1st . 


--day of October, 1858, was $409,879 18; and on that day a bal- 


ance of this fund remained in ‘the treasury, in specie, amount- 

ing to $14,598 50. © — 777 — si З. 
The whole amount of the seminary fund distributed ‘to, and 

drawn by the several counties, before ће 1st'day of October, 
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1858, was $77,846 36; and on that day a balance of this fund, 
in specie, remained in the treasury, ‘amounting to $3,697 18. 

The entire amount of the ' saline fund distributed to, and 
drawn by the several counties, before the 1st day of October, 
1858, was $7,611 39; and a balance of this fund, in specie, re- 
mained in the treasury, on ‘that day, amounting to $3, 018 57. 

The internal improvement fund arose from the sales of a part 
of the 500,000 acres of land granted to the state Љу act of 
Congress, approved 4th Sept., 1841. з, 

The seminary fund was produced by sales of a part of the 
seventy-two sections of land granted by Congress, to the late 
territory of Arkansas, for educational | purposes. 

The saline fund arose from sales of a portion of the seventy- 
two sections of land, embracing twelve salt springs, granted by 
the United States to this state. 

The seminary and saline funds are, by law, distributed to the. 
several counties, to aid in the support, of common schools. 


As one inducement to obtain purchasers of the public lands 
in every township of six miles’ square, the United States grant- 
ed to this state, section numbered sixteen in every township, 
for the use of the inhabitants of such township. for educational 
purposes. This grant amounts, їй the aggregate, to one thir ty- 
six part of all the land in the state: and if judiciously ‘and ргө- 
perly managéd, and taken сате of, will greatly aid in ‘dissemi: 
nating the opportunitiės ‹ of education into all parts of the state. 
By law thesé common school lands are placed under the care 
and control of the sever al, counties in which they are situated 
It is also provided by law, that “the accruing” ` aniiual, interést 
on money arising from the sale of the sixteentli section і in any 
township; shall be a perpetual fund, t" be appropriated to the 
support of a school or schoóls i in the" respective townships; but 
no part of the principal shall ever. r. be expended Jor any pu pose 
whatever.” ju ` - 

In addition to the funds arising from the three important land 
grants made Љу the’ United: States, and appr opriated for the 
support of common ‘schools’ ‘our law, provides that ‘the annual 
state and county taxes, assessed upon sixteenth sections "sold, 
the procéeds of escheated estates, all fines ‘for false‘i ‘imprison- 
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ment, assault, assault ‘and battery, breach of the peace, trespass’ 
on real property, for. fraudulent pretences and gaming, and all 
fines inflicted for the suppression of vice and immorality, when 
collected, shall be paid into the county treasury of the proper 
county, for the use of schools. The Executive has no official 
information of the amounts of money ‘annually arising: in, the 
several counties from all of these sources. Nor’ can he advise 
you whether the county officers, having control of the common 
‘school funds of their respective counties, have faithfully applied 
them to the objects for which they are intended, or not. This 
subject is one of so much importance, that it is earnestly com- 
mended to your ‘investigation and attention. 

Each member of the General Assembly lias, doubtless, some 
information relative to the management and condition of the 
school funds.of the county in which he resides. | | 

T “You can, therefore, best determine’ whether ddditional legis- 
lation is necessary or not, to secure from loss the school funds, 
and to cause them to be sacredly applied to the advancement 

| of education. | 

d It is recommended that a law be passed authorizing the | 

i county court of any county in. the state, which may choose to 

| 7 do so, to appropriate, annually, the poll-tax for the benefit of 
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education in the county. 

Not only should the opportunities and advantages of educa- 
tion be diffused through the various parts of the .state, by the 
establishment of a common school in every neighborhood; but 
| it devolves upon the General Assembly, “from time to time, to 
| pass such laws as shall be calculated to encourage intellectual, 
| scientific and aggricultural improvement, by allowing réwards 

and immunities for the promotion and improvement of arts, 
| science, commerce, manufactures and natural ‘history, and 
: countenance ànd encourage the principles of humanity, indus- 
F - try and moralty.” . . - 
| . How long shall this important. provision of our constitution 
| lie dormant?' The.Executive appeals to › you to give it life ала 


' vigor. 
By * an act to provide for a geological survey of the State 
of Arkansas,” approved 15th January, 1857, the Governor was 
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authorized. and: . empowered to: appoint a State. Geologist; 
and, in the exercise of this siuthority;. Dr. - David’ Dale Owen 
was appointed State. Geologist 20 Arkansas. About: the. first 
of October, 1857,.in accordance with His - instructions,- he. 
commenced the reconnoissance of: that pàrf. òf the state: west 
of St. Francis river, and north of: township 10 north.’ „Although 
the time has been short, and the means appropriated. very 
limited, yet, by using energy. апі economy, Dr. Owen has:made 
considerable progress towards thé survey of the district assigned 
him. : He-has made а report, and the printing of five thousand 
copies of ‘it; for the use of the state, will soon be finished. · It 
is recommended tliat;a sufficient appropriation be made, to pay: 
for binding the printéd copies of this valuable work, in a style 
creditable to our state; and that the disposition of the copie 
when bound, be regulated by law. . po. o 

It is recommendéd that a suitablé number of copies of this 
report be distributed to scientific men in the United: States aml 
in Europe, | "This would attract attention: to our state; апа ‘aid | 
in making known that millions of- dollars could: be profitably 
invésted in mining | ‘and manufacturing i in ‘Arkansas. 

Whatever the state undertakes to do-tó develop its resources 
and benefit the people, should be well done. This rule, estab: 
lished and ‘adhered to; will not only be gratifying ‘to the’ state 
pride of every good citizen, * "but: will eleváte the character of 
our state, at home and abroad. ae UN | 

It is recommended that: twelve thousand doliars per annum 
be appropriated, to urge forward, in a thorough manner, the 
geological survey of Arkansas; во that its beneficial influences 
upon our state, máy commence’ as early аз possible. The pre- 
sent law is defective in several respects, and should be: ainended: 
The ‘analysis of soils їз very important, and should be provided 
for in amending the law. ‘Iti is recommended that the salary of 
our State Geologist be increased to equal that paid by the 
States of Mississippi and Missouri; respectively, to their state 
geologists. - The-present compensation had but little influence 
in securing ‘the important and valuable services ‘of Dr. Owen. 
- Та compliahce with the duty enjoined:by * an act ‘to providé 
for revising and. digesting the Statute laws of Arkansas,” ap- 


T. qmm A рр 
+» т 


wa 
wm rarah mt 


m^ 


p ‚ж йор EMI: cc Red 


kod -^ Ed 
TUVO бе mmm om VERON удын Er regem miel 


aem 
bil etienne rennen ed ionis coti grotte uti, pr AD ee pe m see omae у с ste 
К 
t & 
А 
t 


proved 14th January, 1857, the Governor. appointed .Josiah. 
Gould, to revisé.and digest the statute laws of-this state, in the, 
manner prescribed by the act; and appointed. George C. Wat- 
kins to examine such revisal or. digest, when. completed,‘ On 
the 31st day of October, 1857, the examiner certified to the 
governor that he had "carefully examined the.revisal or digest, 
prepared by Josiah'Gould, esq., and that such revisal is a com-, 
plete and correct digest.of all public or genéral laws now in 
force.” The law provided for the printing and binding of three, 
thousand and five hundred copies of the Digest, for the use. of. 
the state. The digester has reported to the governor “that the. 
printing of the Digest was completed early in May last." 

: "The secretary of state made .a contract to have the 3,500 


copies bound and delivered to him. The binding, itis believed), 


\ 


was completed last month. - 

It is recommended that an act be passed, at an n early day, for 
Wl supplying, as soon as possible, one copy. of this Digest to 
every state and county officer; and that the price, per copy, be 
fixed, so that individuals, who are not officers, may.have oppor- 
tunity of buying the laws. Each officer should-be required to 
deliver the copy of the Digest received by him to his successor 
in office. | 

In addition to the number of copies- requisite to supply the 
officers, some extra copies, for sale, should be placed with the 
clerk of each county, for the convenience. of purchasers. _ Ат 
appropriation of money will have to be made^to enable the 


secretary of state to secure the delivery of the requisite number. 


of copies of the Digest to the clerks of the.several counties. 
The Digesterjof the laws and the Inspector of the Digest of 


the laws, have each made a report of considerable importance, 


which will be printed and laid before you; and your attention. 
and consideration are 2 respectfully invited to these valuable 
reports. 


]t is recommended that the secretary of s state be authorized. 
by law to forward to the authorities of each of the organized. 
Indian governments, west, of this state, a сору оѓ the Digest of 
the laws of Arkansas, and a full set of the published reports of 
the decisions of the supreme court of this state; and that per- 
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manent provision -be.made by law for furnishing, for. the use of 
those governments, copies of. the làws and reports; от time 
to time, ав they:shall hereafter-be published. - | 
The seeretary.of state із librarian, and, as such, has the eus-- 
tody of the laws and books of the state;. ånd. thes disposition of: 
them is regulated by law, and not by any discretionary power | 
of the governor... .:- -— + 
. By authority of “an: act aathorizing the governor P sell the. 
Governor’ s mansion, in the city | of Little. Rock," ‘approved 15th 
January, 1857,-the Executive, on the ‘24th day of September, 
1857, sold the property, as required by. the- law, upon a credit | 
of twelve months, for three шешш and seven hundred dollars | 
in specie. To secure раутепі, а: note with good personal 
security was taken, and deposited with the state treasurer, and 
is to draw interest'at the rate of eight per cent. per annum, 
from the time due until paid. · А bond, under the seal.of the 
state, was given to "make a deed. to the purchaser, after full 
payment of the purchase money and interest, for the property ` 
- sold: being lots one, two and three, in block thirty-eight, (west 
of the Quapaw line), in the city of Little Rock. | : 
In collecting a debt, the state acquired this” property at a cost 
of about thirty- -five hundred dollars in Arkansas Bank paper, 
then much below par; and, to make it of somé use to the state, 
it was appropriated, although not suitable, for the residence of 
the governor.. i ` 
The secretary of. state is ex- -officio commissioner of public, 
buildings, and, as such, has made a "report relative to the neces- 
sity of thoroughly repairing _ the state-house: To the report, 
and to the. condition of the building, your consideration is 
respectfully invited.. It is recommended that ample provision 
be made by law for substantially and completely repairing this ^ 
valuable property of the state. 


As authorized and required; by © an act to provide for the 
construction of a block of additional cells in the main building, 
within the walls of the penitentiary, and- for other purposes,” 
approved 1 14th January, 1857, the governor, on thé 26th day of 
January, 1857, entered into a contract with Alexander. George: | 
and John Robins, for the safe keeping, clothing and subsistence 
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of the convicts of the penitentiary, for the term of two years, 
from the date of the contract, and for the cotistruction of all 
the work designated by said act; and'in addition to what the 
law required, the contract provided that the main building, the 
Hospital, and the newly erected work:shop should have góod 
tin gutters, supported by iron spikes, and other suitable fasten- 
ings, and large tin pipes to carry off the rain water; all ‘of 
which the contractors agreed to perform, for the sum of thirty- 
seven thousand dollars, the consideration named and appro- 
priated by said act. The law and the contract-provided that 
all of the work should be completed by the first day of, Novem- 
ber, 1858. The Governor appointed Samuel Н. Webb, inspec- 
tor, and he has reported that Alexander, George and John 
Robins completed all of the work required by their contract, and 
that final payment was made to them for it, in September last. 
The inspector also states that-the contraétors performed thé 
whole of it in a manner creditable to' themselves, and benefi- 
cial to the state. 

To the report of the keepers of the penitentiary, and the 


. suggestions therein made, your attention isrespectfully invited. 


By the report, it appears that eighty- seven convicts remained 
in the penitentiary on the 1st day of October, 1858, and that 
two runaway slaves were also detained there subject to be 
retrieved by their owners. | 

It is recommended that provision be made for building a 
house for the wardon or keeper, at the penitentiary; that suita- 
ble arrangements be made for i imprisoning female convicts, and 
that a cistern to supply sufficient water for the use of the insti- 
tution, be constructed. 

It seems to the Executive, that it would be good policy to 
provide for manufacturing coarse cotton cloths, by the labor of 
the penitentiary convicts. | JE 

Your early attention and action ‘are solicited to the subjects 
connected with the penitentiary, for the important reason, that 
the existing contract for the keeping, clothing, and subsistence 
of the convicts, will expire on the 25th day of January next. 
The present keepers have conducted the institution in a man- 
ner which, it is believed, will be satisfactory to you. | ; 


11 

“As a matter of importance, requiring. legislative action, your 
consideration i 18: ‘invited to the cómntunieation of the secretary 
of state of Arkansas, dated 26th October, 1858, enclosing а let- 
ter from the ` commissioner of the ‘general fand Office, to him, 
dated October 9th, 1858, in relation to^thé transfer of the 
archives of the surveyor géneral’s office to the ‘authorities of 
the State of “Arkansas. For further information on the subject, 
you are respectfully referred to the letter of the commissioner, 
and to the acts of Congress therein designated.. These archives ` 
arè very ^ valuable and important, ‘and-should be preserved with. | 
the utmost care.” Itis believed, that if the state will provide a 
suitable office’ for "the recéption and safe keeping of these 
records ànd papers, no, other public expense will be necessary. 
A tariff of liberal fees, to be paid by individuals for whom ser- 
vice shall be rendered, would afford sufficient compensation for 
taking care of ‘the records and papers. T HM 

In the 3 year 1886 «The Bank of the State of Arkansas" was- 
created, | 


One thousand six x per cent., and one "hundred and sixty-nine.. 
five per cent. bonds of this state, each for $1000, were issued 
to, and sold by “ The Bank of the State of Arkansas,” to obtain 
banking capital. By the report of the auditor, you will see 
that the whole number of these bonds redeemed, canceled and 
filed with the state treasuer up to the Ist day of October, 1858, 
was five hundred and fifty- three; and that the interest on the 
bonds, when redeemed, amounted, in the aggregate, to $372,- 
174 35; and to. this sliould be added $7,615 68 for interest paid, 
at the United Sfates treasury, out of funds, of ‘the state, on 
bonds: issued to and sold by this ‘bank, and then the interest 
paid will be shown to be $379, 790-03, making, with the princi- 
pal of the five hundred and fifty-three redeemed bonds, $932,- 
790 03, paid on the debt of the state; on account of the Dank 
of the State-of Arkansas. But there «dre still outstanding and 
unredeemed, 616 of the bonds sold by this bank. Of these, 
591 are six per. cent. *bonds, which will not be due until the 
first, day of January, 1868; and 25. are five per cent. bonds, 
which will.not be due antil the first day of January, 1887. . | 

On tlie first day of Octóber, 1858, the interest unpaid by the 
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- bank, on these 616 bonds, amounted to $631,142 50. One hun- 


dred and twenty-eight of the unredeemed віх.рег cent. bonds 
issued to and sold by “ The Bank of the State of Arkansas,” 
and five hundred six per cent. bonds issued to and sold Бу “The 
Real Estate Bank of the Staté of Arkansas," are held by the 
United States. = 


4 


The whole amount Е the five per cent. of the net proceeds | 


of the sales of the public-lands, which accrued to the State of 
Arkansas, under the compact between the United States and 
this state, from the first day of January, 1841; to the first day 
of January, 1857, was $79,125 75. But in accordance, with 
requirements of the joint resolution of Congress, approved 3d 
March, 1845, this money was, from time to time, as it accrued; 


retained at the United States treasury; and $71,864 08 of it | 


applied by the authorities of the United States, towards the 
payment of interest on the 500 bonds of this state, issued to 
and sold by * The Real Estate Bank of the State of, Arkansas;" 
and the residue, $7,261 67, towards the payment of interest on 
the 128 bonds issued to * The Bank of the State of Arkansas." 
By the tariff act of 30th August, 1842, the act of Congress to 
appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, ap- 
proved 4th September, 1841, was modified, and the distribution 
of the land fund to the several states suspended. ‘But before 
the modification of the act of 4th September, 1841, the sum of 
$5,012 16 had accrued to the State of Arkansas, and, under 
section four of this act, was retained at thè United States trea- 
sury, and $4,658 15 of it applied by ‘the authorities of the 
‘United States, towards the payment of interest on the 500 bonds 
issued to Ше Real Estate Bank; and the balance, $354 01, to- 
wards interest on the 128 bonds issued to the Bank of the state 
of Arkansas. Ther efore, from the $631,142 50, interest, unpaid 
by the Bank of the State of Arkansas, on the 1st October, 1858; 
the sum of $7,615 68, applied at the United States treasury 
toward the payment of interest on bonds issued to this bank, 
should be deducted, and then the whole amount of interest 
which remained due and unpaid, on the 616 outstanding bonds 
issued to this bank, will be shown to be $623,526 82. The 
principal, not due, was $616,000; which added to. the interest, 
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will PE тш the hole amotint of the debt on б! óf the 
Bank of the State of Arkansas, was s $1, 239 ps 82, on i the first 
“day of October, 1858. E 4 t 

То ihe report. of the ‘financial receiver of. (he Bank of the 
State of Arkansas, you are ‘réspectfully referred for intelligence 
in regard to his official: transactions. It is "iéconitiendéd that 
the existing ; law. be amended; so as to authorize the receiver to j 
‚ employ special attorney ®t and fhatt two, years longer be онер 
for winding up. the affairs of the State’ bank. hd , 
| The land attorney and state: collector, has réndéred éonsider- 
able aid to the bank; but аз the other regular business ‘of his 
office often requires his presence in one direction; and the busi- 
ness of the ‘bank needs attention in “another, he cannot at all 
times render that service. to the bank, which i is necessary. 


‚ By the report of the land attorney and state collector, you 
' will see that he has been energetic c and ко їй collecting 
. funds of the state. i 
"William M. Gouge and Archibald H. вњ, the state 
‘accountants,’ ‘under the act. of 15th. J anuaty, 1857, after a long, І 
tedious and Taborious, investigation of the confused affairs ‘of 
& The Bank of the State of Arkansas,” have madé & v a, very elabor- 
| ate and able report, to which 3 you are respectfully referred, as a 
, Source of much information ; concerning the past. history and 
present insolvent condition of this bank. ` А 
Абег dedücting all of the. assets; which. will probably’ be col- 
lected, the: Executive estimates that the debt of the state, on ac- 
count of the. State Bank, amounted to ‘about one million and 
one hundred thousand dollars, on the first day. of October, 1858. 
Е ‘The Bank of the State of Arkansas,” and: e The Real Estate 
- Bank of the State of Arkansas,” were created i iù the year 1836. 
These are the only banks that ever had, existence in Arkansas. 
. The State Bank belonged wholly to the state, and no other 
| Back holder lias ever had an interest in it. T lie General As- 
- sembly elécted its chief officers, and they appointed their sub- 
` ordinates. » After lingering through a lapse. of nearly à “quarter 
‚ of a century, the, State Bank is about to pass away—but the 
_ State accountants have recorded much of its history.’ This will ] 


remain to perpetuate its memory and to warn the ‘people’ of 
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Arkansas against the establishment of. such institutions in fu- 
ture. . 

It is recommended that a-law be РУ to effectively prevent 
the circulation in.this state of any bank note of less denomina- 
tion than fifty dollars. Such a policy would cause gold and 
silver to flow into our state, and would afford substantial bené- 
fits to the people. 

For information relative to the  bgginess of the Real Estate 
Bank, you are respectfully referred to the report of the receiver 
in chancery. This valuable report shows that the policy estab- 
lished for winding up the bank works well, and if strictly ad- 
hered to, and faithfully carried out, will protect the state from 
. any loss whatever, on account of the Real Estate Bank. 

The report contains a complete list of the.lands which the 


C 


receiver is authorized to sell. 


By the report of the auditor, you will see that 584 bonds of 
this state, issued to and sold by the Real Estate, Bank, and also 
many coupons .for interest, had been redeemed, canceled and 
filed with the state treasurer before the first. day of October, 
1858, amounting together to $1,137, 172 10, and that on the first 
day of October, 1858, 946 of the bonds issued to and sold by this 

bank remained unredeemed, and upon them the interest due 
and unpaid by the bank was $845,830 00, making for principal. 

. and interest $1,891,830 00; but from this should. be deducted 
$76,522 23, the amount of money of the state retained and ap- 
plied by the authorities of the United States, as required by the 
joint resolution of Congress of 3d March, 1845, towards interest 
on the 500 bonds of this state, issued to and sold by the Real 

_ Estate Bank, which are held by the United States as trust funds, 
and then the whole amount for principal and interest will be 
shown tó be $1,815,307 77. 

You are respectfully referred to the report of the solicitor 
general of the State of Arkansas, for information concerning 
the suit of the state against the late trustees and officers of the 
Real Estate Bank; and also relative to many other important 
suits, to which he has attended in behalf of the state. 

After the state commenced suit against the trustees and of- 
ficers of the Real Estate Bank, to have them removed and held 
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to account,.so that ‘the assets of: ће, bank -might ‘be collected 
‚апа applied to. the- payment of its. debts, certain suits for large 
amounts were commenced against the state, upon bonds of the 
state issued to the banks.. In December, 1854, these suits were 
pending and there were serious apprehensions entertained that 
they would resült in judgments, and, under these, forced sales 
and the sacrifice of all the ;lands.and other available assets of 
the banks, the breaking up.of the ‘stock holders-of. the Real 
Estate Bank, and finally in driving. the state to repudiation. 
The assets of the banks-were appropriated for the -payment of 
the debt of the state, on account of bonds issued to, and sold’by 
the banks;‘and the state was‘ using efforts to make the assets 
available for that purpose. 2 ^ И 
' In the suits only copies of ће bonds were filed. And to pro- 
tect the interests of the state, апі оё: ће Stockholders of the 
Real Estate Bank, and all others concerned; an act was passed 
by the.General’ Assembly. of this-state, and, approved 7th- ‘De- 
cember, 1854, which provided, e that in 'every case, in which 
suits or any proceedings had. been instituted, to, enforce the col- 
lection of. апу bond-or bonds issued by the state, or the interest _ 
thereon, before any. judgment. or decree should be rendered, the 
bonds should be produced and filed‘ in the office of the. clerk, 
and not withdrawn until final determination of the suit. or pro- 
ceedings, and full’ payment of ‘the bonds and all interest there- 
on, ahd.might then be withdrawn, canceled, and filed. with the 
atate treasurer, by order of the court, but not otherwise. 5 This 
act also-provided, that in-every case in which any such suit or 
proceeding had been or might be instituted, ће: court should, at 
the first tern after the commencement.of the suitor ‘proceeding, 
whether at law or in equity, ог. whether by original or cross 
bill, require the original bond or bonds to be produced and filed; 
апа if that were not done, and the ; bonds filed and left to re- 
main filed, the court should, on the same day, dismiss the suit, 
proceeding or cross-bill. . . . 2 IM 8 

You will вее: by the report;of the solicitor. РС that five 
suits were dismissed under.this act, of 7th:December, 1854, for 
failure: of: the plaintiffs. to file the bonds; that in all the- cases 


appeals were taken to the supreme court of Arkansas, which 
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affirmed all the judgments and decrees of dismissal; that the | 


plaintiffs then‘ removed’ the cases to tlie-supréme court of- the 
United States—that under an arrangement with thé governor 
of this state, the solicitor: general attended: to these cases in the 
supreme court of the United States, and’ that all of them were 
decided in favor of -the state, and the Jaw of the 7th December, 
1854, fully sustained. There is but óne ‘other suit pending 
against the state on bonds, and in that case a judgment had 
been obtained in Pulaski circuit court, before the passage of the 


aet of 7th December, 1854, for $52,513 06; but upon appeal to 


the supreme court of Arkansas, the’ judgmerit was reversed; 

and the solicitor general states that under the. existing law, this. 
case will have to be dismissed at the present’ term of the Pu- 
Jaski circuit court. ; ` оо 


The solicitor generalhas manifested: much zeal and ability 


in attending to suits of the state. 

It is recommended that you adopt the àmendnient'to our боп- 
stitution, proposed at the last session, providing that ‘the state 
shall not be sued in. any of its courts. : wu 

[t devolves upon the legislative department to make ample 
provision for the expeditious and salutary adniinistration of the 
laws by the judicial department, to- enable the ‘executive to 
have the laws ‘faithfully executed; and to afford to the people 
the benefits of having the civil causes, in which they may be 
individually interested, tried and determined without delay. . 

There are fifty-four counties in this state, and such legisla- 
tion should be had as would insure to every one of them a good 
and secure jail, which could not be broken by | prisoners placed 
in it. Heavy penalties should be imposed on the sheriff and the 


_jailor for every escape of a prisoner placed in their custody 


for safe keeping, either before or after trial. | 

It is recommended that the state be divided into nine judicial 
circuits, embracing six counties in each. That provision be 
made for the election-of three additional judges -of. the circuit 
court, and three. additional prosecuting attorneys for.the.newly 
created circuits. That three: terms of :the ciréüit-court be held 
in every county every year; and, in addition, the judge should 
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be authorized io hold as many spécial terms. : as ` necessary for. 
the trial of criminals: ^'^ / " S 
‘Tt is also recommended, that ‘the judges of ‘the варгеше court’ 
be required to hold four terins of this court every year, i instead _ 
of two as now provided; and that the galariés of’ the judges of. 
the supreme court be liberally increased, S0 that they may he 
able to apply theinselves constantly to their official duties. |. ` 
Your attention is respectfully, invited to ‘the: Téport of the 


swamp land secretary. ` By it’ you. will Ree; that’ from the time. 


Visi dii d 


at the E sessión: of ‘the General “Assembly, ` to the first’ 


1858, engineers reported : the ` completion. of 


récd 222, 150 88-100. cubic yards of levee and ditch work, which 
— were allowed and certified, to the governor, who ordéred that 


payment be made. forthe ваше. DO А 
The-threé swanip and commissionéis, і in heir report ‘made,’ 
' atthe last session of thé бепегай` ‘Assembly, stated the "Whole. 
amount of leveé and’ diteh work allowed and paid for by them, 
to be 1,299,444 04:100 cubic yards. | RE | 
Your consideration is invited to а special report of the auditor, - 
dated October 14th, 1858, “ contrasting the expenses ¢ of ‘the 
swamp land system during ‘the two years ending with the 30th ’ 
Sept., 1856, ‘under ‘the laws then in’ ^forée, with "tlie expeiises; 
during’ the two years, ending with the. 30th September, 1858, 
under thé system adopted by thé last General “Assembly? 
This report s shows that the’ “expenses. paid during” the two y ears, | 
under the present system, were $57, 404 37 less than those paid’ 
during the two preceding years, under the former Systém; апа ` 
at the sanie time, the levee and « ditch, "work. done^ Was 922 706 
34-100 cubic yards more under. the present, than that done ün-^ 
der the former system. The € expenses } referred to, composed nó. 
part of what was paid ‘for levee and ditch ‘work, but. were 
incurred i in carrying on ‘the system: | ‚ But, notwithstanding this ` 
saving in expenses, "the Governor appeals to you to changé tlie 
laws so as to relieve him from the gréat amount of extra labor, ' 
care, anxiety, and  pérplésing annoyances which the present ` 


swamp land laws i impose’ upon him. The regular business of 
‘the executive office is sufficient to engage the ‘attention, con- 
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sideration and labor of фе governor; yet, іп addition, under 
the present laws, he performs, without any cost -to the. state,- 
duties so laborious and important that three swamp land com: 
missioners, each with a salary greater than. that of the gover-- 
nor, were. deeméd necessary to accomplish them. _ TT 
The large amount of levee work new. under contract, und 
being vigorously constructed, will add so much to the business 
of the governor, this fall.and winter, that it will not be possi- 
ble for him to accomplish all of it, and, at, the same time, give 
proper consideration and attention to the other important duties 
which devolve upon him. Therefore, your pan action on the . 
subject is respectfully solicited. l ^ 
The Executive has done the best he could, under the Toh wA 
stances, for he felt a great desire to have the important work 
of reclaiming the swamp and overflowed lands pushed forward 
to completion as rapidly as possible; and, at the same time, to 
б have the levees well built,.and then properly and honestly | 
| measured and reported for payment. The report of the swamp - 
land secretary affords some information on this subject, and 
your attention is invited to it. 
pO Your consideration is respectfully solicited to the special 
RT report of the auditor, dated October 12th, 1858. This special / 
| report was made after the sales of swamp and overflowed . 
lands during the three months ending with the 30th September, 
1858, had been reported to him by the land agents, and deduct- | 
ed, and shows that the swamp and overflowed lands confirmed 
to the state, remaining unsold on the first day of October, 1858, 
amounted, .n the Helena district, to 305,263.83 acres; in the 
Batesville district, to 987,614-29. acres; in the Little Rock dis- 
trict, to 386,493 -69 acres; in the Champagnolle district, to 377, 
371-68 acres: in the Washington district to 279,933-27 acres; 
a in the Clarksville district, to 85,304-25 acres; in the Fayetteville 
district, to 1,095-99 acres—leaving unsold in the State of Ar 
kansas 2,373,076 acres. This special report of the auditor also 
shows that the whole amount of swamp land scrip outstanding 
‘on the 12th October, 1858, was $34,367 32. 
.By a statement furnished the governor by the auditor, it ap- 
pears that up to the first day of October, 1858, the certificates 
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issued: by the auditor, under section two of ‘the swamp land act, 
approved 13th January; 1857; for ‘levee: work.done' under ‘said 


act, amounted, in ‘the Helena district, to $42, 398 80; in the Lite 


3v 


tle Rock ‘district, to $12,756 37, аза: їп the Ohamipagtols. dis- : 


trict, to $8,540 75. · ~ 
As there are but 1,095.99, acres ‘of unsold swamp: aid over- 


flowed lands in the Fayetteville district; itis recommended as a : 


measure of economy, that the ‘office of land agent for the 


Fayetteville district be ‘abolished. 

It is recommended that a ‘law be passed ‘fixing the uniform 
minimum price at which swamp and overflowed lands of the 
x sfate may Be/sold, at one dollar per acre. ` 


Our constitution provides that, * Internal improvement shall | 


be encouraged by the government of this state." In seeking to 


comply with this injunction, the executive . recommends that | 


250,000 acres of the confirmed swamp ‘and overflowed lands те- 


maining unsold in the Champagnolle district; be invested at ` 


one dollar an acre, in the way of stock i in the’ Mississippi, Oua- 
chita and Réd river Railroad Company, for the ‘benefit of the 
swamp land fund of that district; that 250,000 acres of the un- 
sold swamp and overflowed lands of the state in the Washing- 
ton district, be invested at one dollar an acre, in .the way of 
stock in the Cairo and Fulton Railroad Company, for the benefit 
of the swamp land fund of the Washington district; апа that 
400,000 acres of the swamp and overflowed lands of the state, 
remaining unsold in the Batesville district, be invested, at one 
dollar an acre, in the way of stock, in the Cairo and Fulton 
Railroad Company; for the benefit of the swamp land fund of" 
that district; and upon the condition, that the procéeds of these 
lands shall be applied toward the construction of that part of 
the road extending from White river to the Missouri State 
line, a distance of about 80 miles; that 400,000 acres of the un- 
sold swamp and overflowed lands of the state, in the Batesville 
district, be invested, at one dollar an acre, in the way of stock, 

in the Memphis and Little Rock Railroad Company, for the 
benefit of the swamp land fund of the Batesville district, upon 
condition that the е proceeds of the lands be applied exclusively 
towards the construction of that part of the road extending from 
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Little Rock to Devalls Bluff, ont White river, and upon condi- 
tion; that the company will construct this division of their road, 
next after completing that east of St. Francis river; and also 
in like manner, and upon like conditions, that 100,000 acres of 
the swamp and overflowed lands of the state, remaining un- 
sold in the Little Rock district, be. invested, at one dollar ar 
acre, in the way of stock, in the Memphis and Little Rock Rail- 
road Company, for the benefit of the swamp land fund of the 
Little Rock district, so as to enable the company to complete 
the division of the road from Little Rock to White river during 
the next two years. | | 

,It is also recommended that all of the unsold - ‘swamp and 
overflowed lands of the state, whether yet confirmed or not, at the 
price of one dollar an acre, and all of the unsold ‘internal im- 


provement or 500,000 acre lands, аё: “$1 25 an acre, in the. 


Fayetteville and Clarksville districts, be invested in the way 
of stock in the company of the Little Rock. апа” Fort Smith 
branch of the Cairo and Fulton Railroad; ће swamp lands for 
the benefit of the swamp land fund of the respective districts, 
and the internal improvement lands for Ше benefit of the in- 
ternal improvement fund. | 


з 


In carrying into effect these recommendations the actual set- - 


tlers should be well protected and secured from the loss of-their 
improvements—therefore liberal: provision for кешр 
rights is recommended. 

It is recommended that section six of * Ап act to nent: an 
act to aid in the construction of the Cairo and Fulton Railroad,” 
approved January 16th, 1855," approved 26th November, 1856, 


' be repealed, and that the Cairo and Fulton Railroad Company, 


and the company of the Little Rock and Fort Smith branch of 
the Cairo and Fulton Railroad, be entirely released from that 
part of their respective bonds to the state, by which they were 
required to comply with that section of the act of 26th Novem- 
ber, 1856. т 

It is recommended that an act be passed, fixing the time in 
which the second division of the Memphis and Little Rock Rail- 
road, between St. Francis river and White river, shall be:com- 


| pleted at the first day of December, 1862, provided the com- - 
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pany will complete the division from. Devall’s . Bluff to Little 
Rock, by the first day-of January, 1861. 

For information relative to the:four ads mentioned, you are 
respectfully referred to the communications’ to the.governor 
from the presidents of the companies.. It is the earnest desire 
of the executive, that.these’ railroads should be speedily con- 
structed; and if the recommendations. which ће makes to en- 
courage them, be adopted, it is confidently believed, that.all of 
them will be finished in a few-years. They should all receive 
the encouragement of the state, in every thing compatable with 
the publié interests. This whole subject is submitted to the 
wisdom of your councils, with full confidence that.you will act 
for the advancement and honor of the state. 

There is one subject of some difficulty to which your atten- 
tion is invited; that is how best to insure the emigration of all 
the free persons of color from this dri ‘and to prevent the sub- 
sequent residence of any of them in it. 

In enacting a law on this subject, as. a police. берйн: 
sufficient sum of money should be appropriated out of the state 
treasury, to defray the expenses of the indigent and helpless to 
the places of their destination, and to provide some means of 
subsistence for them, for a short time afterthey reach their new 
homes. As some of them might choose to enslave themselves to 
obtain comfortable homes, and remain in the state as slaves, it 
is recommended that a law be enacted to authorize them to.do 
so; and that owners of slaves be. prohibited from emancéipating 
them, so as to take effect whilst the subjeets of. Сора 
remain in this state. - | ж 

There are doubtless many free. persons of color residing in 
this state, in contravention of the existing laws on the subject. 

If nothing more is done, the existing laws sliould be properly 
administered and enforced; and if legislation be needed to re- 
quire officers to perform neglected duties on this subject, it 
would be well to provide for such cases by law. _ 

By а provision of the constitution, the duty of arranging the 
senatorial districts, and apportioning the representatives in the 
several counties, devolves upon.the General Assembly, at the 
present session. -To the abstract of the census of this state, 
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showing the population of the several counties, on the first day . 
of January, 1858, as enumerated. by the sheriffs, the executive 
invites your attention. From Arkansas county there is no cen- 
gus return. ` 
The aggregate population of the other fifty- ‘three counties, on 

the first day of January, 1858, as stated, was 325,429 souls; of 
which 131,197 were free white males; 113,113 free white females; 
80,385 slaves, and 734 free persons of color. This abstract also 
shows that the lands cultivated in the year 1857 were 317,689 
acres in cotton, and the production 172,692 balès of.cotton; 970,- 
354 acres in grain, and the production 16,880,952 bushels of 
corn, 1,139,096 bushels of wheat, and 2,035,730 bushels of oats. 
E By table Н, of the Auditor’s report it appears that there were 
» | no returns of tax books for the year '1858, from the counties of 
Arkansas, Ashley, Columbia, Greene, Lawrence, Mississippi and 
Sevier, but the tax books for the year 1857 were returned from 
these seven counties, as is shown by table G, of, the auditor’s 
report. Without allowing anything for increase, if the property 
taxed in these seven counties for 1857, be added to what was 
taxed for 1858, in the other 47 counties, it will be shown that 
T there were taxed, in the state of Arkansas, for the year 1858, 
| besides other property, 60,249 slaves, 360 sa w-mills, 104:tan- 
-yards, 56 distilleries, 2,212 pleasure carriages, 64,198 horses, 

23,108 mules, 1001 jacks and jennies, 191,662 neat cattle, 

$1,841,802 in goods, wares, and merchandize, $1,086,055 money 
Е loaned at interest, $49,669 invested in steam boats, $920,177 in 
gold watches and jewelry, $60,044 invested in manufactories, 
and that the total value of property taxed in the state, for the 
year 1858, is $99,873,248 00. . - 

The increase to the taxable property of this state, for the 

four years, from 1852 to 1856, was $27,857,965; and, during the 
last two years, tlie increase to the taxable property of the state 
has been $29,115,208— demonstrating that the taxable property 
of the state has increased, during the last six years, $56,973,- 
168;, and that more than half of that increase was during the 
last two years. The whole value of property taxed in the state, 
for the year 1852, as shown by table “J,” in the auditor's 
report of the lst of October, 1854, was $42,900,080: being 
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$14,073,088, less than half of what it amounts to fot the. year 
ш 7 i 

However rapid this increase of seal d in the’ state may 
appear, it will be still more speedily augmented: when it shall 
become generally known that’ the State of' Arkansas has estab- ` 
lished the safe, commendable ‘and wise policy of receiving 
nothing for revenue; and paying out nothing for expenditures, 
but the constitutional currency of gold and. silver—that the 
constitution, as amended, prohibits. the establishment of any 
bank—that not one bank exists within thé state tom manufacture 
paper pretexts for money—(and if the recommendations of the 
governor be carried out,)—that no bank bill of less denomina- 
tion than fifty dollars, is allowed to circulate as currency in the 
state—that a thorough geological survey of the state, is being 
prosecuted by a distinguished state geologist—that railroads are 
being built, and in a few years will be finished—that good 
schools now exist, and others are being established in nearly 
every section of the state—that ойг rich lands, when properly — 
cultivated, produce, abundantly, corn, wheat, oats, rye, barley 
grasses, fruits and vegetables; that, if we had slaves enqugh to - 
cultivate all of the cotton lands in the state, Arkansas, alone, 
could supply, annually, the market. of the world with as much 
cotton as has ever been raised any year in all of the cotton- 
growing states of the United States—that we have a ‘mild, 
delightful and healthy climate—that our taxes are ‘light, our 
state treasury abundantly supplied with gold and silverto pay 
all ordinary expenses of the government, and that the state. 
owes but one debt, to pay which, means have not yet been 
provided; and that the principal of this debt is but $616,000, 
and not due before the 1st day of January, 1868. 

These considerations, added to the facts that good lands are 
abundant in Arkansas, and many of them фг sale at low prices, 
will not ИП toinduce thousands in the old states, who now 
cultivate worn out lands, to come, with their intelligence, skill, 
industry and wealth, and settle in the State of Arkansas, and 
aid in hastening it on to that elevated and enviable position, 
towards which our state is already making such certain and 


rapid advances. ° 
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We have great cause to be thankful to Almighty God, that 
He has smiled upon our state, and blessed it with increasing 
prosperity. 

With the greatest. confidence in your wisdom, integrity, firm- 
ness and patriotism, the Executive feels that the people have 

‚ legislators whose labors, at this session, will prove honorable 
to themselves and conduce to the public good. 
ELIAS М. CONWAY. 


Executive OFFICE, 
Little Rock, Arkansas, . 
3d November, 1858. 
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AvpiTOR'S Оттов, Little Rock, Oet, 14th, 1858, 
To His Excellency, . 
Euias №. Conway, Governor. - 
of. the. State of. PE 


A +n ae Ф 


Siz:—In compliance with your request, I herewith subinit. а 
statement, showing the expenses” incurred on account of ће 
swamp land grant, under. the acts-of 30th December, 1856, and 
13th J anuary, 1857, from the passage of those acts to the 30th . 
September, 1858, as compared \ with the expenses incurred on 
the same account, for the two years ending 30th_September, 
1856, under previous swamp land acts. 
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М. R. MILLER, Auditor 
of Public Accounts of the State of Arkansas. 
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А STATEMENT —Contrasting the expenses оў the Swamp land ` 
system, during the two years ending with the 30th September, 
1856, under the laws then in force, with the expenses during 
the two years ending with the 30th September, 1858, under the 
system А бу the last General Assembly. 


'The amounts paid out during the two years preceding the 
inauguration of the system adopted by the passage of 
the acts of the 30th December, 1856, and 13th Janua- 
ry, 1857, was as follows: 

To pay the salary and expenses of the swamp land com. 
missioners........ "UR 

To pay locating agents and sub-commissioners for ie 
state at large .. i ere reer ere ee А 

To pay the salary of the secretary appointed by the board 
of swamp land сошшїззїопегв....з................. 

To pay engineers and assistant engineers for the state at 
large „е. оооно ооо ооо жа кж э» —— ee 

To pay extra clerk hire and sub-commissioners ........ 

To pay clerk hire and other expenses of the auditor’s 
office, fn respect to the swamp and overflowed lands. . 

To pay for books and stationery for the treasurer’s office, 
properly payable out of the swamp land fund........ 

To pay the treasurer for recording swamp land scrip. ©» 


Тоба1 expenses paid out of the general fund for the tw 
years ending 30th September, 1856................. х 
To pay. locating agents and sub-commissioners in the Pine 
Bluff district cs cese УТО КОЛ aee bas 
To pay the salary and expenses of the swamp land agen 
-for the Pine Bluff @їзїтїсбї......................... 
To pay engineers in the Pine Bluff district s.s.s. sese.. 


53404 17 


"Potal expenses of the Pine Bluff district for the two 
years ending with 30th September, 1856.............|. bot pU 
To pay the salary of the land agent for the Helena dis- 
trict, and contingent expenses of his office .......... 
To pay locating agents and sub-commissioners, and $886 
to engineers ‘for the Helena бїзїтїбї................. 


9431 34 


Total expenses of the Helena district for the two years 
ending with 30th September, 1856..................|... —— 
To pay the salary of the land agent for the J acksonport 
district, and contingent expenses of his office ........ 
'To pay locating agents and sub-commissioners in the 
Jacksonport Чївїт1б&.................... t 


9698 51 


{ 


Total expenses of the Jacksonport district for the two 
years ending with 30th September, 1856.............|............ 5599 97 
To pay the salary of the land agent for the Washington ' 
district, and contingent expenses of his office. ....... | 
То рау locating agents and sub-commissioners for the 
Washington district . —————ÁÁ— 
Total expenses of the Washington district for the two 
years ending with 30th September, 1856...... TP (Ob a E ы 4616 05 


COT 


No. /—COoNTINUED. 


Amounts. Total. 
To pay the salary of the land'agent for the Dardanelle wee 
district, and contingent expenses of his' office. ....... 1499 30 
To pay locating agents and sub-commissioners in the Dar- 
danelle district обеоозооооо э о е € € 9 € ө ө 9:09.60 Ф €*0:0 о`озегеохо 4 2590 10 
Total expenses of the Dardanelle district forthe two| - - ` 
years ending with the 30th September, 1856.........[....«‹.‹: 


Total expenses paid on account of the swamp and over-| - 
flowed lands during the two years ending with the 30th 
September, 1856 ecce: н э ө вә ө ө ое э 09600509 0 079^ qoo o] * 5 00 00 0 а 

The expenses, under the present system, 
up to Ist’ October, 1858, have been asl ` 
follows: 

To pay clerk hire, and other-expenses of|-- - 
the auditor’s office, in respect to the 
Swamp and overflowed lands.......... 

To pay for books and stationery for the 
treasurer’s office, and for recording 
Swamp land асгїр.................... 

To pay for printing, and other expenses 0 
the executive office, properly payable out} > · · · 
of the swamp land fund............ ae 

To pay the per diem and contingent ex- 
penses of the state engineers, appointed} - 
by the Оторова еее tip 

To pay the salary of the swamp land sec- 
retary, appointed by the governor, and 
the contingent expenses of his office... 


ear vase 


ax ue 


1841 89 
Total expenses paid out of-the general 
fund, up to 1st Oct., 1858, under the pre-|' 
gent System ................... oo оо, EEE 
To pay the salary of the land agent for thel: 
Helena district, and contingent expenses 
of his office ............... ES . 2913 88 
Total expenses paid in the Helena district 
up to 1st October, 1858, under the pre- 
sent system... ........ Vetoeebestoeve]licccteseshsohl" 
To pay salary of the land agent for the 
Pine Bluff district, and contingent ex- 
penses of his office ....... d dn a d aed de ges 


Total expenses of the Pine Bluff district]: : 
up to first October, 1858, under the jd 
sent system..... lee Deva es dba dass eso T 

To pay the salary of the land agent forthe| ' 
Jacksonport district, and the contingent}: 
expenses of his, office ................ 


Total expenses of the Jacksonport district 
up to lst October, 1858, under the pre- 


To pay the salary of the land agent for the 
Washington district, and the contingent 
expenses of his office........:....... 


Total expenses of the Washington district 
up to 1st October, 1858, under the pre- 
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No. 7 —CowrINUED. 


Amounts. Amounts. 


To pay the salary of the land agent for the 
Dardanelle district, and the contingent 
expenses of his office ...........,.... 


Total expenses of the Dardanelle district 
up to Ist October, 1858, under the pre- 
SON SYSTEM uuo oer o eroe vas оао oie hr 144 33 

'To pay the salary of theland agent for the 
Fayetteville district, and the contingent 
expenses of his office..... da dc ees ed 


Total expenses of the Fayetteville district 
up to 1st October, 1858, under the pre- 
sent Systém КОГОЛ kk eei sev TT 184 55 

To pay the salary of the land agent for the 
Little Rock district, and the contingent 
expenses of his office ............... ‚ 954 39 


Total expenses of the Little Rock district 
. up to 1st October, 1858, under the pre- 
sent system ....... ККК ЕТ АТ ОИЯИ 954 35 
То рау the salary of the land agent for Ње 
Batesville district, and the contingent 
expenses of his office ......... rere 1204 58 
To pay the engineer appointed by the gov- 
nor, in the Batesville distriet.......... 206 00 


Total expenses of the Batesville district 

up to 1st October, 1858, under the pre- Hs 

Sent BySLODO eoa echa eodera ely evisos vens nnn 1410 58 
To pay the salary of the land agent for thal 

Clarksville district, and the contingent 

expenses of his office ................ > 556 39 
To pay the engineer appointed by the gov- 

ernor, in the Clarksville district....... 252 00 


Total expenses of the Clarksville district 

up to first October, 1858, under the pre- 

sent system ............. КОЛГО pa bs reer 808 39 
To pay the salary of the land agent for the 

Champagnolle district, and contingent 

expenses of his office....... UNA 1091 69 
To pay the engineer appointed bythe gov-| . 

ernor, in the Champagnolle district.... 1430 50 


Total expenses of the Champagnolle dis-| 
trict up to Ist October, 1858, under the 
Present system ... 65 ia te ess er eres es] osoo IA 2452 19 


Total amount paid out as expenses up to 
lst October, 1858, under the present 
swamp land system оооопоооеоовоое ое 9 ооооооозобооојоосоовооовоое 


The difference in favor of the present sys- 
tem 18 *= з» E E E E E о ә о Фэ о е о © ө ә 5 ө ө en Фо Фо „ңе е ое ә о ө е ое Oe о ооовосовое о 0 


/ W. R. MILLER, Auditor 


Total. 


25288 07 


$57404 37 


of Public Accounts. 
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OFFICE OF THE Secretary ОР STATE, 
Little Rock, 20th October, 1858. 


To His Excellency, Eras №. Conway,” — 
Governor of the State of Arkansas: 

As ex-officio commissioner of public buildings, І consider it my 
duty to call:'your attention to the condition of the state-house. 
А bare inspection of the building, will make it manifest tò- 
every one thatitis rapidly going to ‘decay; and that it needs 
thorough; substantial, and permanent repairs, to preserve it 
from totalruin—something more than the mere patch-work that 
has, heretofore; been done upon it. The details `of the repairs 
required, I do not suggest, but their immediate and: pressing 
necessity will be apparent, upon the slightest examination of 
the building. 

I have thought proper to direct your attention to this subject, 


that you may,in your message, bring it to the notice of the 
General Assembly. - 


‘Respectfully, : 
D. B. GREER, ‘Secretary of State, and - 
-ex-officio Com. of Public Buildings. 
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OFFICE oF tHE Sec’y or STATE, 
Little Rock, Ark., 
20th Oct., 1858. 


His Excellency Gov. E. N. Conway: 

Srr—I hand you, inclosed herewith, a letter received from the 
commissioner of the general land office, in relation to the trans- 
fer of the “ archives” of the surveyor general’s office, to the au- 
thorities of the State of Arkansas. | 

You will perceive, on its perusal, that some legislative action 
on the part of this state, will be required to carry out the pro- 
visions of the act of Congress on the subject. The letter of the 
commissioner is, therefore, sent to you, that you may lay it be- 
fore the General Assembly, and call their attention to its object, 
in your message. 


acf ARRA 


я Respectfully, D. B. GREER, 

4 Secy of State. 
d 

pr 

EX GzxERAL Lanp OFFICE, 

с October 9th, 1858. 

d Sig: It is in contemplation to close the surveyor generals 
£i office, in the State of Arkansas, and to turn over to the author- 
А ities of that state, the archives of said office, under the provis- ' 
£ ions of the acts of Congress, 12th of June, 1840, and of the act 
S to amend said act, approved January 22d, 1853. 


* 


It is made, however, by the 3d section of the act of 22d Janu- 
ary, 1853, a condition precedent, that the legislature of the state 
shall provide, by law, for the reception and safe keeping of said 
archives, as public records, and by the 2d section, to provide, 
that under the authority of the commissioner of the general 
land office, the deputy or other agent of the United States, 
shall have free access to the field notes, maps, records and 
other papers of said office, for the purpose of taking extracts 
therefrom, or making copies thereof, free of charge of any kind. 

The object of this communication is to ascertain whether any 
legislative act of the state has been passed, to carry into effect 
the acts of Congress above referred to, and if not, to invite the 
attention of the proper authorities of the State of Arkansas, to 
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the subject, уі a view to have such action by the legislature 
had in the premises, as is required by the act of Congress of the 
22d January, 1853, above referred to—at the earliest opportu- 
nity, so as to enable this offiee to carry into effect the provisions 
of said act of Congress. 

| Very respectfully your ob’t serv't, 

THO'S. A. HENDRICKS, 
Commissioner. 
To the SECRETARY or STATE, l ; 


Little Rock, Ark’s. 


